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The Ixecutive Director's Report
2008-09



“Katha is truly a unique experiment in learning and
living focusing on the vulnerable communities. ..

It is giving children unmatched opportunities to
improve thetr skills and capacities”

— Abdul Jetha, Save The Children, UK




Dear Friends,

Once more | had the privilege of enjoying the fun and creativity of our nearly 100,000
spunky children in Katha, my 200 plus colleagues and 500 volunteer-friends, the countless
readers and participants in our various events. The romping imagination, the sudden flash of
innovativeness, the sparkle in the eyes of teachers and editors as we worked with story: from
kids” writings to translations to book and poster and space designs to pedagogy!

Katha is now a mature 20, brimming with energy and effervescence! We've moved from
one-volunteer with a story seed and a dream to Team Katha: thousands of dreamers-doers
achieving, and helping others achieve, their potential. Our generous stakeholders say they’re
proud to be associated with us and we eagerly return their compliment: we could not have done
it without each one of them. We continued to positively impact social injustice and economic
poverty in urban India. In our schools, we continued to leverage our mission goal on a single
powerful idea: children can help their communities get out of poverty. We helped transform
every child into a community leader. Katha Student Performance. Attendance. Retention [PA.R.
at Katha] are at all time highs. Many of our children this year too reached college; many are
working with mainstream organizations like IBM, Citibank, Governments of India and Delhi.

430 Katha alumni [2004-2009] earned a total of Rs 4.2 crores in 2008-9! And when we
consider that 12 years of their education cost India half of what they have earned in one year,
Katha is probably a good model for the country to study. More: they helped their community
women too. According to a government survey, our Govindpuri family incomes were Rs 600-
800 per month in 1990. A survey of our women shows about 1300 [Of the 13,000 enrolled in
Katha] earn roughly Rs 40 lakhs/month. Katha has trained 91,000 women since 1990, proving
Katha's belief once again: when women earn, children get to learn!

These achievements led to the major collaboration with Delhi Government and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi [MCD]: Children in 300 schools will get to read better and energize
India’s economy, through 2012. Our books programme, once again, brought the best of India

in translation to readers across the world. The children’s book division launched lovely books

for children aged four and above. And so to a new year ... with a big thank you for warmth,

laughter and friendship to my innovative colleagues, children, women and volunteers, all our
donor partners and individuals.

Here's our world of 2008-2009 for you.

Enjoy!

Geeta Dharmarajan

(Executive Director)




KALPAVRIKSHAM

KATHAVILASAM

the story research & resource centre

the centre for sustainable learning

KATHA LAB SCHOOL Quality K-12 education

KALA NIVAS . Fine Arts Dance & Music Theatre. Media
KATHA JOSH . Sports, Yoga and Physical Education

STUDENT SUPPORT CENTRE

KATHASRI

Katha’s Slum Resurgence Initiative
(SHE)”
GReDI: Govindpuri Redesign Initiative

that’s double woman power!

CREATIVE TEACHING! Preservice T Tr
EDUCATING THE IMAGINATION: In-Service T Tr

Faculty Club Meets . 160 hour annual traming . K.B.Ed.

KATHA BOOKS
Fiction in Translation
Nonfiction

Academic Publishing

I LOVE READING! (ILR) CAMPAIGN in

50 Delhi Government Sarvodaya Schools
50 Municipal Corporation [MCD] schools

50 slum communities



KATHA SCHOOL OF
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
(SBA) Small Business
Administration & Leadership
KATHA ENGLISH
ACADEMY

SHAKTI KHAZANA
Ma Mandal

Balika Mandal

The Shopkeepers’ Guild

KALPALATA
Teaching/Learning Materials
Research & Development

KATHA BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Picture Books . Story Books
Hindi & English

Graded Easy Readers Primary level

BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

K.ILT.E.S. KATHA INFO
TECH & ECOM SCHOOL
KATHA SOCIAL WORK
INSTITUTE

HAMARA GAON
SELF HELP GROUPS

Income Generation & Reskilling

TEACHERS’ RESOURCE
CENTRE

K. TEN

Katha Translation for Equity
Network

KATHA-LISU SCHOOLS
Schools for Tribal Children
KATHA KIDS

Community Schools

LIFELONG LEARNING
CENTRE

KALP
Katha Adult Literacy Programme

KHEL
Katha Holistic Early
Learning Centre

KATHA VAACHAK
Books for Adults on the
Road to Literacy

EASY READERS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

TAMASHA’S WORLD!

Tamasha Roadshows

the Katha I'T Schools on Wheels

BowWow!

KATHA HEART
INSTITUTE

Partnerships for Progress
A Touch of Class

Books on Wheels . Workshop on Wheels




Looking at the

Leading the move towards

; - quality education for all,
economic equity!

Kalpavriksham the centre for sustainable learning

Since 1990, we've trained teachers working with working children to be fun and creative; develop
teaching/learning materials that are relevant and interesting. Teacher training, development of

classroom materials were our forte this year.

Katha Schools

The Katha Lab School began in 1990 as a learning centre in the slums of Govindpuri, Delhi,
with five children. Today, with nearly 8000 children in our schools, the experiment has spread

to 100 government schools this year, at the invitation of Delhi Government!

Katha Vilasam . story research and resource centre

We started in 1988 with Tamasha!, the magazine for first generation schoolgoers and quality

translations from 21 Indian languages. Our pioneering franslation programme created a world
space for Indian fiction in translation and set quality benchmarks. This has brought multiple

international players into the field today; and we rest our case this year! to focus on children!




Highlights 2008-2009

68,711 children in Katha this year, learning!

Student retention:90%  Student performance: 92%

Student Attendance: 86 %. [800 students recorded 100% attendance]

430 Katha Alumni earned a total of Rs 4.5 crores

1300 of the 13,000 women in Katha programmes this year, earn a total of about
Rs 40 lakhs/month

Books published this year:16; Reprints: 17. Sales: Rs.63 lakhs




Katha Lab School

Kathashala, The Lab School is unique because it brings the joy of learning into classrooms. Its

learning is more effective and relevant as it brings community into classrooms which develops
team spirit and other character forming abilities enshrined in the C9s.

Educational visits enhanced students’” Curiousity, Creativity and Critical Thinking
competencies leading to Confidence, Commitment. 800 children took part in rallies including
the Say No to Tobacco and the Say No to Polythene Bags; the Anti-Cracker Campaign; the
Dengue Rally and the Safai Abhiyaan. Community and Market Survey helped children develop
analytical, reasoning and questioning skills.

Students from different clusters chose to don the guise of Science Sleuths, Bio Spies,
Geo Detectives, Puzzle Solvers, Media Hounds and Legal Eagles — to learn their prescribed

syllabus!



Highlights

Full learning Programme Performance Attendance Retention (PAR)

* No. of children impacted: 1350

* 11 Students got National Saving Certificate based on their performance

* Overall perfomance: 92%

* Total attendance: 86%

» 533 Children were awarded Best Attendance Award for not missing a single
day at school.

* Retention Rate: 90%

* Percentage of girls: 48%

* No. of children appeared for NIOS: 145
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Vidduniya

This year, as usual, Katha's children across all schools, learnt through what we call the Vidduniya,
the World of Knowledge. “Incredible India” was the year long theme. Children learnt vedic
maths to modern mathematics. They studied the role of women from Gargi to Kalpana Chawla,

and the changing face of India from the time of Kautilya to Amartya Sen.

K.A.S.A. Katha Alumni Students Association members volunteered as teaching

assistants 8 alumni supported teachers by coaching Class X students after school hours for

four months.



“The Katha School: Where learning matters ... In the slums of Delhi, educators help a community rise out of poverty ...”
— Richard Hanzelka in his book, Educational Leadership: Educating the Whole Child

“An example of how a private school can achieve a transformation in hugely disadvantaged settings is Katha in Delhi.”
— Brian Caldwell, Jessica Harris, in their book
“What we have learnt from outstanding schools around the world.”

“Katha ... schools in communities of deep poverty in New Delhi that were in better physical condition than many public
(government, state) schools in Australia.”
— Brian Caldwell, Managing Director, Educational Transformations Pty Ltd

“Katha — the acclaimed story institute and literary publishing house located in India’s capital of New Delhi, is as kaleidoscopic
as India herself. Katha lives and breathes within [a] urban context, striving to empower, enlighten and educate through the
power of story. It celebrates the artistic, cultural, architectural, historical, linguistic and religious diversity of Delhi while striving
to confront the social stresses and inequalities faced by a city of such contrast and rapid growth.”

— Amanda Leigh Lichtenstein, USA

“Govinpuri’s Katha Public School, set in block of former one-room dwellings, is showing how it can be done. ... The school

is a haven of creativity and child friendly learning ... . So the school has gone full circle, having first worked hard to draw in

parents, it is now sending out the pupils to help them solve the problems of their daily lives and the statistics they gather can

be used to put the case for improvements to city authorities.”
— Brendan O’Malley, UNESCO




“The pupils at the main Katha school are given opportunities that many British

school children would envy ...”
— The Independent, UK

At Katha school in the slums of New delhi, 10 year old students can edit a newsletter that will surprise interns at established
newspapers in terms of coherence, design, aesthetics and general ‘quality’.
— United Nations Global Alliance for ICT and Development

“The Katha School is an example of the kind of learning environment that India’s National Curriculum Framework 2005 is
trying to move toward.”
— Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development., USA

“The moment we entered the school, we realised that Katha's work with communities living in poverty is strongly proactive and
pro-poor, which is clearly visible from the very simple and cost effective infrastructure ... We realised that, there is no doubt
that KITES initiative helps the local community break the class, caste and the language barriers by expanding the reach of
English into poorer communities. It creates hope and livelihoods opportunities for the poor - especially children and women -
by forging alternative futures and community revitalisation through cooperative information technology at an affordable cost.
Katha produces a talented computer trained personnel for a fee of INR 5400/- (US Dollars 120) within 18 months, whereas,
the same courses in other private computer training institutes costs more than INR 50000 (US Dollars 1100).” ...

— Vignesh Sornamohan, independent scholar

“Every Friday afternoon, the Katha kids walk in, shouting out to their assigned AES students’ Hello Madame, Hello Sir. They sit
upright, listening attentively to every word that spills out of our mouths. They plaster big smiles upon their faces as volunteers
ask them to physically multiply 239856345796 x 59385729. They walk out with greater smiles on their face as they savor
everything they have learnt. Every Friday they come to learn from us, but the truth is that we should be learning how to
appreciate the gift of education from them.”

— Learning to Teach, Learning to Learn, American Embassy School, New Delhi, India



Kala Nivas

Kala Nivas is the art wing of Kathashala. Students stay after school hours engrossed in drawing,

practising skits, singing or making sculptures. They also participate in yoga sessions.

700 children honed their creative skills through various workshops, including workshop on

Creative Art and Craft Work by National Museum of Natural History. Our students won prizes

and Bank of America & Australian Embassy exhibited artwork by our children.

Students participated in various art contests including:
* State level Painting Contest held by the Ministry of Environment and Forests.
(2nd prize)
* Inter-School Agency Meet at Delhi School of Social Work held. (4 prizes in
collage, rangoli and poster making and in the group song competition.)
* Tata Communication Painting Contest [1st and 3rd prizes]
* Kalaniwas Art and Paper Cutting Greeting card exhibition
* Infer-School Agency meet at Delhi School of Social work [4 prizes in collage
making, rangoli, poster making.]
* Group Song Competition on 13th March, 2009 at Inter Agency Meet at Delhi
School of Social Work. [1st prize]
* Poster Making: Students participated in Tata Indicom poster contest and won 1°
and 3" prizes.

* Theater & Music: Students participated in various music contests like Sur Sangeet

Mela at Shiv Mandir.

On Women’s Day, a sculpture by our students
was presented to Smt. Sheila Dikshit,
T Hon’ble Chief Minister:



Katha Josh!

The sports wing of Katha helps children move ahead at lightning speed.

Our students won 18 prizes this year! They participated in many citywide events including:

No of students Event
50 South Delhi District Athletics Championship
42 Boost Salwan Marathon Race
15 68th Delhi State Annual Atheletics Championship
20 Khel Khel mein organized by Concern India Foundation

Sri Ram School, Gurgaon
21 Inter-Agency Meet at Department of Social Work,
Delhi University

* We received the Best Co-ordination Award on National Science Day at India Gate.

* 45 girls were imparted Self Defense Training organized by Crime Against Women Cell.

* Annual Sports Day was celebrated on 26th March, 2009 at Central Secretariat Ground.
2167 children participated.
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Katha I'T" Schools on Wheels

The Katha IT School’s on Wheels was started wth Intel-supported computers in 2001. Called

Tamash

1

the Tamasha Roadshows, they take learing to the street, giving children hands-on computer
skills, self-reliance and the joy of learning.

2008-2009 was once again successful in bringing the joy of reading and formal education
to our urban child workers. Brightly painted RTV vans, filled with fun learning teaching material,
had designated stops at 10 different traffic intersections. More than 1000 children learnt to

read and write through theatre, song, dance and computers.

No. of students under TRS Programme during 2008-2009: 1046
ATTENDANCE: 71% RETENTION: 524 GIRLS 522 BOYS
* 41 students dropped out and went back to work
» 70 students have been enrolled in neighbourhood schools
* 9 children have been enrolled to take the Class X examination!
* Qutstanding students under TRS Programme were felicitated by Dr APJ Abdul Kalam,
Former President of India.
* Entrepreneurship training imparted in various vocational skills like the craft of tie and
dye, making wood craft items, darning. 15 students have found formal employment after

completing their initial training under Katha.

Performance During the Year

Grades A B C D
| Trimester 12 495 299 13
[l Trimester 30 558 90 30

[l Trimester Results Awaited



Katha Kids

Katha's early child development centres located in slum communities in south, east and west
Delhi successfully prepared 2 to 7 year-olds for enrollment in schools. Fifty Katha Kids centres
initiate children into the fun-filled storytelling pedagogy of Katha. Trained teachers make
learning a fun process at these centres for children.

Highlights 2008-2009

No of centres: 50 | No of support centres: 26

Students enrolled/impacted: 4344 | No of girl children enrolled: 2259
Retention rate: 90%

No of students mainstreamed: 916 students enrolled in MCD schools
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Katha Protessional Schools

Katha English Academy (KENGA)

Katha English Academy is a unique effort which inculcates better reading, writing and good
comprehension skills in English in students.
* 830 STUDENTS REGISTERED from the community; middle and senior schools.

Collaboration with Nacton School and Mawsley Community Primary School in UK.

Senior students helped to develop soft skills for finding better job prospects and
placement.

Career Pathways: Professionals infroduced eight exciting new career options to students
including tourism, hotel management, professional bridal consultancy.
Visits and interaction: 140 students visited public schools like Modern School, American

School, Tagore International and Summerfield School to learn to interact in English!



Katha School of Entrepreneurship (KSE)

As a centre of knowledge generation, we provide innovative and relevant training and skill
development to children and adults from Govindpuri and adjoining areas.
* Students will receive O and A level Certificates at the end of the academic year.
* Courses in Travel and Tourism, Airline Reservation, including PNR Creation, Travel
Geography, efc., in accordance with IATA outlines.
* In collaboration with Jan Shikshan Sansthan(JSS), a three month Diploma course was
started in Auto Repairing. 21 students registered for the course.
* Networking with Christian Medical Insititute for Nursing Training, YMCA and PUSA
Institute for Office Management, Prayas, JSS, Holy Family.

Professional Courses Enrolment
Cutting, Tailoring and Dress Designing 105
Bakery 15
Electricals 56
Embroidery and painting group 4
Travel and Tourism 8

Total 188




Katha Information Technology
and E-commerce School

* 300 students in Chutki Kites got their “Computers are Fun! Certificate.”
300 primary school students got “I Can Compute Certificate.”

Students have learnt to use OLPC computers.

315 elementary school students got “C Specialist Junior Certificate”
346 high school students got “C Specialist Senior Certificate”



Professional Courses

e 368 students enrolled in IT Professional courses; 264 students have been awarded KITES
certificates. 91% of students got ‘A" Grade.

* 234 got employment with different IT companies and N.G.Os and are earning, between
Rs. 6,000 to Rs. 20,000.

* 26 students opted for hardware courses. They have learnt assembling, networking and
installation. 5 students of hardware are placed in different hardware companies.

* 48 shopkeepers living in Govindpuri are participating in the IT programme. They have
learnt to maintain their stock, daily expenditure, loss and profit and balance sheet. Many
of thm have learnt internet surfing to improve business prospects.

* 140 teachers are able to use computers. 70 of them use Internet MS Word and MS Excel
to make their lesson plans, modules and worksheets.

* 35 women from the KALP (Katha Adult Literacy Programme) can use computers. They
prepare computerized budgets.

* 80 women of SHE? have learnt to create embroidery designs using computers. Some
of them have found work with export houses and are learning Flash-5 to expand their

repertoire.
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Kalpana Vilasam

The centre for creativity in education

This year, as in every year since 1990, we developed teaching-learning materials and trained
teachers. The 160 hour training in June 2008 brought young and inexperienced early childhood
teachers to try and master the craft of teaching. They worked hard, but we all realize it is going
to be a long haul to bring teachers with scant education and no experience into teaching. The
fortnightly Faculty Club Meetings will give them opportunities to develop materials like puzzles,
games, prepare lesson plans, modules and worksheets in language arts, maths and earth

sciences.

2008 was a creative year for us who worked in curriculum development and planning sustainable

futures for all children. | had fun creating what we wanted to teach/learn in the next 5 years.

BH.A.V.A.T. curriculum is nearing completion. BHAVAT stands for Bhumi.
Apah[water]. Vayu[air]. Akash. Tejas. And extended Katha Challenge 2010: No child will live

in poverty, by adding a rider: Every child will help create their own sustainable futures BHAVAT
will strengthen KREAD, the Katha Relevant Education for All-round Development.

-




SPICL

The primary school curriculum that is based on ideas that come from Gandhiji, J Krishnamurthy,
Sri Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo, Paulo Freire, John Holt, Vygotsky etc initiated in 1990. It builds

social, personal, intellectual, cultural and environmental awareness in children.

The Katha school reintroduced a tweaked SPICE curriculum into primary classes this year.
SPICE builds the Social, Personal, Intellectual, Cultural and Environmental awareness in
children through innovative classroom exercises.

The NCERT syllabus was brought into Katha's “vidduniya” and we developed an
integrated  classroom lesson plan method for use in the municipal schools we work
in. This “vidduniya” integrates language and maths of the NCERT syllabus with story
pedagogy and story and inquiry based learning process. [As shown in various surveys/
studies, the dropout rate is quite distressing (about 50% by Class 5) climbing steeply to
nearly 70% in Class X.]

The Zero module, a new concept for MCD schools as a child-centric, child friendly
interface, between slum and schooling, focused on children 5-6 years old.

We scaled up the training model for teachers in 50 MCD schools.

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT TOOLS. We built on the work of previous years to hone
the assessment tools. Padav [milestones] were tweaked so as to be more easily accessible
at municipal school levels.



KHEL

KATHA HOLISTIC EARLY LEARNING Centre was launched to help 0-8-year-olds in underserved
communities to gain access to quality preschool education. The Centre takes an integrated
approach to early childhood education and development. This year, it has done excellent
hands-on work with babies and toddlers, undertaken research projects on the relevance of
early childhood development and also put beautiful books in the hands of the children.

Katha Relevant Education All-Round Development (KREAD) is the fulcrum of the dynamic
intuitive system of early childhood education at Katha. Our child-centric curricula, cooperative
classrooms, community linkages and the city resources that spring from this, have helped each
of our 108 teachers make learning fun for 3-8 year olds!

KHEL nurtures teacher-led, individual, and team learning. SPICE stretched to our early
childhood education to integrate curriculular learning in maths, language and earth skills
in children through a special cluster learing system. We hope it will help children to be the
change they want to see in their world, and to evolve into caring individuals, the true role of

all education.



We believe that the children learnt much more than they could
have from conventional text book learning. Every day we see
their growing interest, enthusiasm and eagerness to learn.

Research

Obijective: To enhance disadvantaged children’s school performance and long-lasting learning
outcomes through increased exposure to quality books.

IMPACT STUDY. Study on the effects of ECE and early development of pre-reading skills on the
performance of children in school. To see how early childhood education can help prevent
children from dropping out of school. An integrated approach to early childhood education
and development. This year’s components included hands-on work with babies, toddlers and

research into the relevance of ECD.



I Love Reading Campaign

The | LOVE READING CAMPAIGN started in Katha in 1988 when Geeta Dharmarajan started

working in a government school near her home. It extended into every Katha school and

community over the years. And in 2004 came once again into 10 government schools.
This was extended to 300 government schools at the invitation of the Delhi Government, to help

children read for fun and at grade level. We reached out to100 schools, this year.

By March 2009 6 () ; 1 1
Reading Campaign Target, 2012:

e Community Level: 2,00,000 children

¢ Government Schools: Around 3,00,000 students in 300 schools



Championship Levels reached

19680 children developed the vocabulary of 0 to 60 words
12000 children developed the vocabulary of 60 to 120 words
6750 children developed the vocabulary of 120 to 400 words

2318 children developed the vocabulary of 400 to 600 words
19963 children on their way to Level 1 Championship

463 volunteers | 241 student libraries | 25513 books distributed | 200 teaching modules




Our children at P.A.R. with the world

Information on student per‘Formonce and retention statistics are important. However, in Katha,

tracking is not a tool used to judge children in competitive ways; nor do these push them into
undesirable competition. The tools we use to understand our children in school are called PAR.
PAR stands for Performance . Attendance . Retention. PAR happens in continuous, non-invasive,
non-threatening ways to make Katha a high performance school and our students responsive,

responsible citizens.

Gear Up!

To help our senior school students do better in their exams, GEAR UP! had
114 students enrolled this year: 78 of Class X. And 36 of Class XIlI.

Activities included: Familiarizing students to previous years’ question papers in Science
and Social Studies and Economics. Short essays on important tropics, prepared by teachers
and mentoring modules on computers so that students can work on their own. Assessment of

students on a regular basis.



Planning

Katha’s educational process for larger Bisysrtes

Working Group Report on ECE

This is a three year research project on Early Childhood Education.
The work on this was intiated in 2008-09

The Education of 4-8 Years Olds in the City of
Delhi

Venue: India International Centre, Delhi
Date: 18™ August 2009
In association with NCERT

This Roundtable will draw attention to the programmes initiated for children
by the government and non-profit organizations and emphasize that there is
a vast gap between what is planned and what actually reaches the child. The
efforts of the government to create a level playing field for all children in the
city, especially those living in slums, to be discussed in detail. Policy makers,
NGOs and other stake holders working in the field of education will evolve
certain modalities and minimum specifications as well as a basic framework
for working with young children living in difficult circumstances in Delhi. The
need to create a space in which children living in the slums can inferact with

children from different economic backgrounds will also be discussed.

National Workshop on ECE

Venue: Indian Social Insitute
Date: September 3-5, 2009
In Collaboration with NUEPA

“Thew Magc'ca‘ _'ﬂears,” a National Workshop to be organized in
collaboration with NUEPA to create a public forum for senior educators
and decision makers from various organizations to share their ideas on the
challenges faced by groups and individuals who work with communities and

young children.




Chatige

Katha Social Work Institute (KaSWT)

The defining feature of the institute is the spirit o explore, evolve and innovate. We work with
the powerful belief that we can make a difference. Since 1995, Katha students have addressed
the many poverties — of ideas and knowledge, books and teaching/ learning materials, time
and money. But they have gone beyond the limitations of their own lives to understand their
communities’ needs. Students of the newly formed KaSWI carry forward the work of the past
years — of “learning by doing” — through projects like GreDI, Tamasha, (SHE)?, Bal Panchayat
and Youth for Democracy.



Schools as Centres of Poverty Alleviation
EF.conomic resurgence of community

Katha's schools work at the centre of poverty alleviation and bring economic resurgence in
the community. This year, our women earned a total of Rs 35 million, thus inflating the Indian
economy and the pride of their families! This year, our activities have spread to involve more
than 92,000 women through the formation of self-help groups. Our programme for pregnant

women and lactating mothers safeguards the health of babies.

(SHE)?

Working in the bustling slums, the (SHE)2 models under the project not only continued to
bring about development for people in Govindpuri, but has spread its wings to other Katha
communities across Delhi.

The community-based organizations formed by Katha like Ma Mandals.

Welfare Societies/ Shopkeepers’ guild/ Associations and Self Help groups nurtured by Katha
has been showing immense potential. They are proving to be platforms for empowerment and

self development working towards building social capital and changing social mindsets.
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Katha Women

Memorable Highlights 1990-2009

* 91,000: Women who took part in Katha community revitalization and economic
resurgence initiatives across /4 communities

* Rs 14 million: Total sales of the Income Generation Group

* Rs 31.6 million: Total earnings of community women trained at Katha

* Rs 10,06, 924: Annual income of women in Katha Shakti

* Working Women's Forum: 810 members

* Number of Self-Help Groups: 58

¢ Number of mothers in Maa Mandal: 9,000

* Beneficiaries of Katha Adult Literacy Programme: 2,402

* Salaries of women trained at Katha maxing at: Rs 20,000 per month



Sanjha Prayas Programme
The Sanjha Prayas programme was launched on May 13, 2008 in Govindpuri.

The programme envisaged creating a urban seftlement model by focusing its
attention on critical areas like water and sanitation. The programme being carried
out in tandem with the governmental efforts through the Bhagidari cell and will

work with other partners in realizing the goal of new Navbhuja Vihar.

Balika Mandal

This year 135 adolescent girls in the age group 6é-16 yrs were part of Balika
Mandal. Two groups are being run. One in Katha school and the other in the
community. Some of the girls have been enrolled in Hulgulwadi and KSSC,
cutting and tailoring classes and computer education in Kites. Through various
inducement activities, life skills development and story books like Stree Shakti
, Faisla , Paro, Lakshmi ki Kadai, Kalptaru girls are developing a confident
attitude.

KALP

Around 49 women from the community are part of the Katha Adult literacy
programme. All the women who are enrolled support their families through
income generation activities like tailoring, running vegetable shops and phone -
booths.

Highlights

* Training on community development, process and methods of infervention

* Workshops on use of programme media, democracy, conflict resolution

* Katha Media Network brings out the trimester — Navbhuja Times (November and
March) which is a compilation of stories, presentations, etc

* Skits and songs on democracy and educating the girl child, as well as sanitation
are conducted

¢ Shadow Parliament

“It’s our choice whether to watch, feel helpless about poverty issues, or do
something about 1t. In KaSWI, we believe in responding to challenges
through collective effort. Our students, communities, have always risen to
the challenge, have continuously fueled change!”

— Geeta Dharmarajan




athavilasam

The story research and resource centre

499

In story pedagogy, <>

In story pathways u

A bl

Katha Vilasam has fostered quality fiction from 21 Indian languages in the voices of over 600
writers and translators, bringing the best of these diverse worlds to a wider readership through
translations. Katha Books began in 1990 with Tamasha! (the children’s magazine) and one
Katha Prize Stories collection a year. Today we have 250 published titles, including picture
books for children, fiction for young adults, novels, poetry, biographies, critical essays and

commentaries and anthologies of award-winning stories from master storytellers.



Linking diversities
forging 1dentities

Katha celebrates culture-linking and the ways in which we learn and stay anchored in the

many “Indias,” even as we move confidently into the global spaces of today. Katha supports
cross-disciplinary work in translation and helps forge links between writers, students and
teachers. With its beginnings in the Katha National Institute of Translation, the KANCHI
wing of Katha has, since 1997, been working to enlarge the pool of translators, editors and
teachers of fiction in translation; to build spaces for comparative literature in colleges and

schools; and to teach translation as a career option.

Translating For Equity: KTEN
There are two distinct “Indias,” one that knows
English and one that doesn’t. The Katha Translation
For Equity Network (K-TEN) initiative was taken to
address the serious issue of inequity in access to knowledge for students from bhasha
medium schools (85% of all school students) entering higher education. K-TEN will enable
mass collaboration among educational initiatives and individuals to:

* Increase knowledge base of students by providing seminal essays in translation

* Improve skills in English by innovative teaching
K-TEN initiated in 2007-08, now operates in partnership with Jawaharlal Nehru University.

Highlights

Books worth Rs 823 lakhs sold since 2000

250 titles published; 16 new titles and 17 reprints in 2008-2009

300 bookshops as well as libraries, universities and colleges cross India stock Katha books
More than 600 contributing writers, franslators and illustrators; 21 languages

6,000 activists, academics, artists, storytellers, writers and lovers of literature are part
of the Friends of Katha network

Katha is the first Indian publisher to bring out books in Braille with bookshare.org




Adult books
2008-09

DISSONANCE

Dissonance and Other Stories

By Jayakanthan

Translated from the Tamil by K'S Subramanian
Shortlisted for the Hutch Crossword Award for
Translation 2009

From the winner of the prestigious Jnanpith Award, here are stories remarkable for their
emotional honesty, by turns tender, intense and lyrical. They show us characters caught in
impossible compromises with life, even as they hold fast to their illusions. Jayakanthan’s canvas
is real, his pen subtle and ironic. A writer of uncommon insight. Quietly subversive.

Dissonance and Other Stories (Katha, Rs 250) by Jayakanthan collects some of the shorter masterpieces of the acclaimed
genius of 20th century Tamil literature. Jayakanthan was the great stylist of Tamil, just as Sadat Hasan Manto was responsible
for fashioning out of Urdu a strikingly modern idiom, K S Subramanian’s translation brings out the bristling irreverence of
Jayakanthan's prose, the pithy sentences, laconic, episodic sequences appear taut, full of suspense and secrecy. There are

moments of sheer brilliance, as in the ironic reversal in “Cover,” where young Gopalan’s raging hormones dissolve into the pity
of things as he rushes to cover a mad woman, standing stark naked on the road.

— The Telegraph, Calcutta

TRARSLATIRG

Translating Power
Edited by Saugata Bhaduri

Biiied by Bngans Busduri

A collection of insightful critiques, erudite essays and prize-winning short stories that explores
the myriad manifestations of power, what structures of power do, and how they may be resisted,
within an Indian context.

You can expect translations from Katha to lay bare the many worlds hiding in plain sight around us. The complexities of power

structures, the ubiquity of power itself and the many means of resistance — some decadent and ineffective — are seen in the
eight tales presented here.

— DNA Sunday



Forthcoming Academic books
2009-10

The Gujarati Short Story
Edited by Dr Rita Kothari

This is a volume Gujarati of stories in English translation as well as academic
essays, with an introduction by well-known teacher, academic and translator
Dr Rita Kothari, the author of Translating India. It takes a critical look at the
growth and the literary journey of the short story in Gujarati literature through

history and the prisms of caste, class, gender and community.

On Krishna Sobti
Essays by Kumool Abbi, Tripti Jain, Mariola Offredi, Rekha Beniwal, Martin
Christof-Fuechsle, Jasbir Jain, Vasudha Dalmia

Krishna Sobti’s contribution to Hindi and to Indian literature transcends cultural
boundaries. These insightful, erudite essays by respected scholars explore
Sobti’s eclectic oeuvre — her strong female protagonists and their conscious
and subconscious lives; her diverse experiments with language, style and form
which have consistently broken new ground in Indian literature and enriched

it. This volume is a testimony to the craft of one of the most enduring and

compelling voices of our times.




Forthcoming Titles
9009-10

Chouboli And Other Tales

By Vijaydan Detha

Translated from the Rajasthani

by Christi A Merrill, with Kailash Kabir

From the winner of the prestigious Kathachudamani Award, timeless folktales from the heart of

Rajasthan. Delightfully detailed, these stories are elegant and colourful, full of spirited characters

and magical plots.

Lt

Translated by
Neer Kanwal Mani

Zindaginama
By Krishna Sobti
Py y Krishna Sobti

K[-lsmlﬂ_snnﬂ Translated from the Hindi by Neer Kanwal Mani

A chronicle of life in a small village in 20th century Punjab. Vibrant with spontaneous bursts
of songs and laughter, this is a saga of relationships. This Sahitya Akademi Award-winning

author’s magnum opus of one of the most important and powerful voices of our times.

“... the homeland ... is not merely a piece of geography ... not just history. Nor is it the rivers ... or the mountains. It is all those
things that keep getting absorbed in your very being whether you want it or not ... It is our land that gives us a vision. Gives us
strength to see our country and see beyond it. To connect with our place and times. Zindaginama was not merely the writing
of it with the hand. One had to live it like life.

The zest for life. The fest of life on these pages, is Zindaginama.”

— Krishna Sobti



Syed Mustafa Siraj: Fiction
Translated from the Bangla by Nivedita Sen

These brilliantly evocative stories from one of Bengal’s finest contemporary
wordsmiths negate all labels — rural, urban, regional and national. These
are poignant yet wry stories that explore personal joys and sorrows and the
everyday sweetness and harshness of life, while illuminating the inner life of

the characters.

Pavement Mosaic
By Nonda Chatterjee

A fictional story set in Kolkata, seen through the eyes of the pavement
dwellers, especially the children, who have become a permanent feature of
the city post-Independence.

“| believe that those who are born, live and die on the pavements constitute a true index of the
constantly evolving character, ethos and political culture of not only a city but the state as a whole,
and that their story must be told. And if the main characters, the children in this story, the future

citizens of this great land of ours can reach out to a wider, thinking audience, my pledge to them that
they ‘will be heard,” will be redeemed.”

— Nonda Chatterjee

o
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Kathakaar

2008-09

Centre for children’s literature

Stories spin a magical world in a child’s vibrant
mind. Kathakaar has its roots in Tamashal
It focuses on beautifully-illustrated stories
from Indian and foreign languages as well as
storybooks for school children and neo-literates,
with the aim of nurturing the habit of reading.
We showcase contemporary stories and rescue
forgotten folktales, myths and legends by

retelling them in books lovingly crafted by gifted

illustrators from across India and the world.
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The Kuttan Series (Four books)

Serene Kasim Art by: Sonal Panse

Kuttan Follows a Butterfly sees Kuttan
and his brother Appu getting lost in the
banyan grove behind their house and

being luckily guided to safety

Kuttan meets a Furry Friend is about : i
| et

Kuttan and Appu’s adventure with their , P ! ;
- futtan Metts a | f

new friend, the long bushy-tailed Gopu,

the mongoose

In Kuttan Finds Happiness, we see the
now grown-up Kuttan handle his noisy little

cousins who pester him with questions

Kuttan and the Shooting Stars is about

Kuttan’s wonder at the star-spangled night

sky and its mysteries

Yuvakatha Hind1 easy readers
(10-13 years)

Eleven gems handpicked from ten languages,
these unforgettable short stories from master
storytellers are retold in illustrated, reader-

friendly Hindi translations, with interactive

exercises for classroom teaching.




On The Tip of A Pin Was ...
Geeta Dharmarajan. Art by Ludmilla Chakraborthy
Uncover the mystery of the Amazing Worm, go zip, zup, zooming through space and time with

the fastest underground dancer in the world. This book has been translated into Hindi as Sui Ki
Nok Par Tha Ek...

Pokiri Tota Aur Paini Naak Wala Ojha

Menakshi Bharatwaj. Art by Stephen Aitken

A smart white parrot called Pokiri is whisked away by the wicked Needle-nosed Ojha.
Can little Rajkumari save her precious parrot¢ Join Pokiri,

Rajkumari and the Ojha on a hair-raising adventure across

extraordinary India. Real fun!




Mashhoor Muskaan

Geeta Dharmarajan. Art by Rashin Kheiriyeh

After several failed attempts, Agar Magar finally makes it big. Come take a tour of the mighty river,
the deep forest and the big town, as Agar Magar goes places, flaunting his sparkling, shiny teeth

and his Famous Smile, in this award-winning book.

¢ Forthcoming Titles
=% 92009-1
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Tamasha! Easy English Readers

An exciting collection of stories handpicked from Tamasha! magazine, the Readers are for
children learning English as a foreign language.

Tamasha Series — |l

Eleven books to sensitize children to social and environmental issues through stories by renowned
authors. All the books are loaded with activities and games

Days With Thathu

The narrator’s days with Thathu (grandfather) are magical. Whether it is a trip to the cinema or
a boat ride in the open sea, every moment is a joy to treasure

For the Love of a Cat

A painter loves his cat as much as he loves painting. But when he is commissioned to paint a
picture of the Buddha, he must choose between his art and love for his pet




Kisne Banaya?

The world is a perfect place because your friends make it so. Birds
and bees and bugs, bears and elephants... Who made these delightful
friends of yours?

Golden Sparrows and the Fireflies
The golden sparrows complain to the gods that their homes have no
light. The gods feel sorry for them and find a magical solution to their
dilemma
| am Aan
Deep in the jungles of the western ghats lives a baby elephant called
Aan. This is the story of his journey from childhood to the tough
adult world
When In Delhi
A beautifully illustrated book on the capital city of India

that introduces children to its amazing diversity

GT Express!

Grand Trunk express takes you from Delhi to
Chennai like never before. A kaleidoscope of many
colours and cultures
| am Najar-Am-Radh
The tamarind tree is the best story teller in the whole wide world. How
did the tree earn this special gift? Therein lies an enchanting tale
How to Weigh an Elephant
The king of Assam decides he must find out how much his elephant
weighs. The smartest men in the kingdom rack their brains, but a little
girl steps up to the challenge with elan
Unnikatha
Unni, the narrator, is a talented story teller. He regales his grandmother

with colourful tales, weaving a magical web

Katha World lerary has been conceived with

the specific aim of introducing children in India (and south Asia, by
extension), to new cultures and generating a healthy curiosity about
other countries and people in them. These stories also dispel prejudices,
counter stereotypes through culture-linking and help children understand
the world better.
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Katha World Library

A Lion in Paris
By Beatrice Alegmagna Translated from the French by Mariette Robbes
A rather unusual lion who is bored of the Savannah one day wanders into the large bustling

metropolis of Paris in search of something new.
This book has also been translated into Hindi as Ek Sher Paris Mein.

Fledolin, Upside Down
Written and illustrated by Antje Damm Translated from the German by Shatabdi Ghosh

And when you are downside-up how do you think the world will look?

You can see things this way, and that way too, any way you see it, you'll see something new
For being topsy-turvy is great fun tool

This book has also been translated into Hindi as Fledolin Ulta Pulta.



“Dissonance and Other Stories by Jayakanthan collects some of the shorter
masterpieces of the acclaimed genius of 20th century Tamil literature.
Jayakanthan was the great stylist of Tamil, just as Sadat Hasan Manto was
responsible for fashioning out of Urdu a strikingly modern idiom. Both the
writers were also united in their shared interest in the low life, their disdain
for the veneer of respectability surrounding the urban middle class, and
in their taste for the macabre and the bizarrely erotic. K.S. Subramanian’s
translation brings out the bristling irreverence of Jayakanthan’s prose, the
pithy sentences, laconic, episodic sequences appear taut, full of suspense
and secrecy. There are moments of sheer brilliance, as in the ironic reversal
in “Cover”, where young Gopalan’s raging hormones dissolve into the pity
of things as he rushes off to cover a madwoman, standing stark naked on
the road.”

— The Telegraph, Calcutta

“... Katha is back with that rare commodity — stories in Hindi that will make kids want to turn the page themselves... Katha's new
set of Yuvakatha books could help to change more minds. Written by authors as varied as Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyaya,

Ambai and Sanjay Khati, the collection showcases writers from across India.”
~Time Out Mumbai and Delhi



“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it has created such a gorgeous
picture book for children.”
— Famous Smile reviewed by Time Out

“Replete with factoids and trivia, this can also serve as a great geography primer

for kids.”
— Pokiri Parrot & The Needle-Nosed Ojha reviewed by Time Out

“Cleverly designed, the picture book is sure to keep kids entertained for hours.”
— On the tip of a pin reviewed by Time Out Mumbai

“The writer, Serene Kasim, weaves Kuttan’s fantasies in graceful sentences,
sometimes lyrical ... Phrases like “Out of the alleys and the gullies with hungry
bellies” and “Happy people without tails” add cheer to the colourful illustrations
by Sonal Panse. The books are light and easy, and could well entice many
children to the charms of reading. Kuttan The Cat is much like his young readers
— curious, full of life, and ready fo step out into the big wide world. A friend for
life, Kuttan is not every child’s dream pal but someone who they can seek to meet

in their very own backyard.

— Kuttan Series reviewed by DNA

Katha regularly plants trees to replace the
wood used in the making of its books



Katha Events

2008-2009

Each Katha event contributes to a framework of inspiring, dynamic interaction between the
organization and the world. It is a living web of social and literary excitement! Through various
events in the past year, we touched nearly 5,000 students and children from the economically
backward communities, 2,000 college-goers, 10,000 parents and 100 schools, 500 teachers

and more than 500 book lovers and academics.

International

Women’s Day

Celebration 2009




International Women'’s Day was celebrated across several slum communites with over 5000
women called “Dilli Ki Shaan” at the India Habitat Centre. Over 1500 women from 50 slum

clusters interacted with the Honourable Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit. Fifteen women were felicitated

as community leaders by the Chief Minister for encouraging women from 50 slum clusters to

augment their family income.

After the felicitation, the forum was turned info a women’s adalat where community women
shared their experiences and represented to the Chief Minister about the lack of sanitation
facilities and shortage of electricity and water. Ms Dikshit promised that the Delhi government

will build four lakh houses for slumdwellers in the next five years.

Applauding Katha for initiating steps towards women’s
empowerment and the Katha-trained community leaders, the

CM said: “I think Katha is doing a better job than even the Delhi

Government to bring under-privileged women to the forefront.”



April 08: We celebrated Earth Day with Geeta Dharmarajan’s book Earthsong and a fun-
filled storytelling session. A hundred school children made clay models, pledged to save Mother

Earth and keep the environment clean.

We also celebrated International Book Day with theatre personality Arvind Gaur reading out
stories to children from the National Blind School and a few NGO schools. These stories were

from our new Yuvakatha series for children — Padak, Curfew, Dagadu Parab Ka Ashwamedh,

Pinti Ka Sabun and Jalebi.

May 08: lllustration Workshop. Artist@work was a week-long workshop on illustrations
for children, to hone their drawing skills and enhance their creativity. lllustrators Srivi Kalyan,
Vandana Bist and Vikram Nayak conducted the workshop.

June 08: In partnership with The Energy and Resource Institute (TERI), Katha used storytelling
to create awareness on the environment amongst children aged 9-14 through docu-films on

World Environment Day. The session ended with a session on solid waste management.

This was also the time when we conducted the Umang Tarang Theatre Workshop. Using
theatre as a medium to promote storytelling, Katha organized a ten-day theatre workshop for
children aged between 9-13. Conducted by Arvind Gaur, culminating in Ansuni, a play at the
India Habitat Centre.

July 08: Book Launch. The Katha Chitrakala Award Winning entries, The Famous Smile
and Kaleh and the Sing Song Castle were released by Mike Pandey, noted environmentalist
and filmmaker and illustrator Vandana Bist. More than 500 children attended the storytelling

session.

August 08: The Workshop on Reading Habits was conducted by Ranjana Bhatnagar, former
director of the American Resource Centre. There were 30 teachers from various schools in
Delhi. The workshop went for two days discussing the various problems faced by teachers in

their effort to improve the reading habits of children.

September 08: Puppet making workshop (Mask Carnival) by Anurupa Roy. Around 40
children from various schools participated in this two-hour weekend workshop. There was an

overwhelming response for this workshop.

Tamasha e-magazine was launched. Tamasha! magazine has been a favourite with young
and old. When Tamasha! became an online magazine for children, it was intentionally made
interactive so as to get the children to contribute. The e-magazine was launched at the Oxford
Bookstore. Nupur Awasthi conducted a storytelling session for children. There were around 70

children from various schools across Delhi.



A Talk by Stephanos Stephanides: Stephanos Stephanides is Associate Professor in modern

literary studies at the University of Cyprus. Stephanos went to Katha Khazana where he gave

them an insight into geography, migration and ethnicity.

A Talk by Michael Patrick MacDonald: Michael gave the kids at Katha Khazana insight
into his life in a slum and encouraged them to move ahead in life and be compassionate
to others.

Workshop on Reading Habits and lllustration with Heritage School: The workshop was
attended by over 95 children from class VI and VII. It started with a talk on reading habits by

Ranjana Bhatnagar and was followed by an illustration and storytelling workshop for children.
Translating Power book release and talk by David Barsamian at JNU.

Chobuli and Other Tales Pre-Book Launch: The event was organised at the Sahitya Academy,
the translators of the book Christi Merrill and Kailash Kabir along with our in-house editor Moyna
Mazumdar held a book reading which was followed by a discussion on the process of translating

Vijaydan Detha ‘s Rajasthani folktales.

Launch of Kuttan Series at Oxford Bookstore: Kuttan is a set of four picture books for
preschoolers. The series was released by Sunita Murthy, an educator from the American
Resource Centre. It was followed by a storytelling session from the series by Nupur Awasthi who
engaged children in a learning session which taught them the basic concepts of illustration.
About 90 children from various schools and NGOs in Delhi participated.
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Made possible by the generous support of Axis Bank Foundation | Bank of America | Barrington

Educational Initiative | Bernard Van Leer Foundation | British Telecom | Delhi Government | PVR
| Michael & Susan Dell Foundation | Tech Mahindra Foundation | UNESCO | UNICEF | United

Ways Seth Call Foundation | Wipro Applying Thought in Schools | Individuals & Communities




our Sjror‘r So far...

Our journey began in 1988 with one volunteer and a
magazine for first generation school goers, Tamasha! In 1990,
we started Katha Khazana, a “deschool,” in one of the largest
slum clusters in Delhi. This was followed by creating income-
generation activities for women so that children could attend
school instead of working to earn a living. Today, this urban
movement pioneered by Katha helps bring positive change to
the lives of more than 100,000 children at Katha schools

scattered across Delhi.

a) transforming the lives of thousands of disadvantaged children, young people and women.

KATHA

UnCommon Crtativities Tor a Common good Since 1986

ttere'S Your d'mntﬁ to writt 2 --

Katha Programme Cost per beneficiary

Reading Campaign Rs. 450 per child each year
Primary School Education Rs. 2700 per child each year
Middle or High School Education Rs. 5400 per child each year
Income Generation Training Rs. 7200 per woman each year
IT Education Rs. 8400 per child each year

Effective 2009-10, one of our regular funding partners is sadly unable to fund us due to the unfavorable financial
climate. Without your immediate help we will be forced to close down 39 schools and almaost 2000 children will be
deprived of an education. Caring individuals like you have helped us in providing children a quality education. A
small donation by you can make a BIG difference in the lives of our children and women. Help us end poverty and
transform lives.
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Action Aid
Aditi Plan
Alliance Francaise

Asha for Education
Asian Ladies Society
Australian High commission
Axis Bank Foundation
Barnard Van Leer Foundation
Barrington Educational Initiative
Beijing Newsletter
Bhagidari
British Council
British High Commission
British Telecom
Casplan
Charanijiv Charitable Trust
Charitable Aid Foundation
Child Relief & You
Chinese Embassy
Citibank
Cognizant Foundation
Delhi Development Authority Slum Wing
Delhi Govt.
Department of Education, GOI
Dept of Women & Child Development, GOI
DUDA
European Union
First National Bank

Ford Foundation
GAIL Indian Pvt. Ltd.
German Embassy
GNK Plan
HPS Foundation
ICCO
Indian Bank
India Cements Ltd
Indian Council for Cultural Relations
India Habitat Centre
India International Centre
Indian Tourist Development Corporation
Indian Oil Corporation
Indo German Social Service Society
Indo Swedish Writers Union
Intel Asia
International Labour Organisation
Karnataka Government
MacArthur Foundation
Michael & Susan Dell Foundation
Ministry of Labour, GOI
National Commission for Women
Oxfam
Plan International
PVR
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
Reach India, USAID
Red Barnet
Rockefeller Foundation

Roopmanijari
Royal Netherlands Embassy
Seth Call Foundation
Seva Riyad
SIMS Pvt. Lid.
SLK
SOAS
Soroptimist International Vancouver
SOS
Sri Dorabiji Tata Trust
Swedish Embassy
Target
Tech Mahindra Foundation
TWB Foundation
UNEP
UNESCO
UNICEF
United Ways
University of Chicago
University of Texas
UsIS
Wings of Support Foundation
Wipro
World Vision
Brodies
ICCO
British Council

Target International



Our Volunteers

What would we have done without our volunteers!

5 OO of them came into the programme - making it lively and oh-so creative.

'Thank you!

dear CitizenTeach peoplel!

And thank you Times of India Foundation for making this a possibility.

We thank our Governing Council members. Our creative, fun team of 200 dedicated
staffers and over 500 volunteers. Thanks to our writers, translators, nominating
editors, illustrators, resource persons, teachers who made this possible

A Govindrajan

A J Thomas

A Kalpana

A Madhaviah

A Neseeb Khan

A R Venkatachalapathy
A Sivaram

A Smart jahan
Aanchal Khullar
Aarti Pal

Aarti Vedamoorthy
Aastha Juneja
Aateka Khan
Abburi Chaya Devi
Abdul Bismillah
Abdul Ghani Sheikh
Abdullah Hussain
Abdus Samad
Abhay Pratabh Singh
Abhirami Sriram
Abhishek Yadav
Abid Hussain
Abruham Verghese
Aditi Datta

Aditi Roy

Aditii Choudhury
Aditya Behl

Aditya Mahajan
Adul Mehdi

Afsar Ahmed
Ahmad Nadeem Qasimi
Ahmad Yusuf
Aishwarya Agarwal
Aizaj Mustaba
Ajanta Dutta

Ajay Diwakar

Ajay Soni

Ajeet Cour

Ajit Ninan

Ajit Thakor

Ajith Kumar

Ajithan G Kurup
Akahtaruzzaman Flias
Ali Imam Naqui

Alka Kumari

Alka Saraogi

Alka Walia

Alladi Uma & M Sridhar
Allam Rajaiah

Allam Seshagiri Rao
Amalakallury

Aman Gautam

Amar jalil

Amar Kanti

Amar kumar majumdar
Amar Mitra
Amarendra Dasari
Amarkant

Ambai (C S Lakshmi)
Ameena Kazi ansari
Amit Gupta

Amit Parikh

Amit Tripuraneni
Amita Tandon

Amlan Dash

Amrita Akhil

Amrita Talwar
Anahita Taymourian
Anamika

Anand

Anand Singh Rana
Ananda Lal
Anandam Subramaniam
Aneema

Angely Anto

Anijoshi

Anil Gharai

Anil Prakash

Anil Vyas

Anirban

Anish Ahmad
Anisha Khandalwal
Anisur Rahman
Anita Chaudhary
Anita Desai

Anita Rani

Anita Thampi
Anjali Balasubranian
Anjali Gupta
Anijali Tandon
Anjana Desai
Anjana Jain
Anjana Shrivastav
Anjeera

Anili

Anju Chauhan
Anju Makhija & Hari
Dilgir

Aniju Singh

Anjum Usmani
Ankit Garg

Ankit Gupta

Ankita Tyagi

Ankur Aggarwal
Ankur Anand

Annu Radha
Anoop

Anshika Garg
Anshu Sharma
Anshul Goel
Anshul Kumar
Anshuman
Ansumala Gupta
Anu Kumari Singh
Anu Gupta

Anuj Kasana
Anupama Prabhala

Kapse

Anupama Purohit
Anuradha Kar
Anuradha Nippani
Anuradha Rajkumari
Anuradha Sharma
Anurag Basnet
Anurag Dass Mathur
Anurag Sharma
Anurup Arora
Anusha Lall
Anushree Baudhan
Anwar Qamar
Anwer Khan
Aparajita Bhargarh
Aparajita Basu
Apamna Kapoor
Aparna Satpathy
Apoorva Kumar
Apratim Barua
Archana Jijra
Archana Singh
Arivinder Chawla
Arjun Singh

Arlene Zide
Arradhna A Bhatnagar
Arty Muthanna Singh
Arun K

Arun KH

Arun Mhatre

Arun Sarma

Aruna Bhawmick
Aruna Bhudhiraj
Aruna Mathur
Aruna Rao
Arunabha Bhuyan
Arunama Nranjana
Aruni Kashyap

Arup kumar Dutta

Arupa Patangia Kaliata
Arvind Dixit

Arvind Gokhale
Arvinder Chawla
Asad Zaidi

Asfa Ahmad

Asha Bage

Asha Damle

Asha Devi

Asha Kardaley

Asha Puri

Ashapurna Devi
Asheesh Ranjan Jha
Ashi Jain

Ashima Kanwar
Ashish Mullick

Ashish S David

Ashita

Ashok Kumar Chadha
Ashok Ranjeeta
Ashok Srinivasan
Ashok Vajpeyi
Ashokamitran
Ashutosh Vinay Tewari
Ashwani Kumar
Ashwin Kumar
Ashwin Tyagi

Asiya Ali

Asma Bano

Asmat Jahan

Asra Rehman

Atanu Bhattacharya
Atanu Roy

Atreyee Gohain

Attia Hosain
Atulananda Goswami
Augusto Pinto

Avijit Chakrabarty
Avinash Kaur



Ayesha Sultana
Ayyappa Paniker
Azhagiyasingar
Azhar Ali Abidi

B Chandrika

B Chatterjee

B K Chaturvedi
Babita Joshi

Babu Varghese
Bageshree S

Baldev Singh

Ballu Ram

Balvinder Marwah
Banaphul

Bani Basu

Bano Qudsia

Baran Rehman
Beena Rehman
Bhabendranth Saikia
Bhagbati Ghose
Bhagirath Misra
Bhanu

Bharti Gulati
Bhaskaran

Bhaswati Ghose
Bhavna Prashad Rastogi
Bhawana Agrwal
Bhawna Prakash
Bhawna Sharma
Bhisham Sahni
Bhupen Khakhar
Bhupendranarayan
Bhattacharyya
Bhushan Arora
Biakliana

Bibhas C Mohanty
Bibhas Sen
Bibhunanda Mishra
Bibhutibhushan
Bandopadhyay
Bimabati Thiyam Ongbi
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Katha is a non-profit organization seamlessly connecting grassroots
work in education, urban poverty alleviation and literacy, Katha
runs 96 schools in slum communities in Delhi and reaches

aut to 200,000 children through a unique Reading
Programme. Katha's efforts are inspired by the vision

of empowering children to become community

leaders through education, transforming their

lives as well as that of their communities.

Katha's Mission

* To help every child in urban slums
realiza his/her full potential through

community-based quality leaming
* Toenhance the joys of reading

* Jo reduce injustice and poverly

through education

* To enhance linguistic diversity

through story

Katha leverages its mission goal on a
single powerful idea: Children can help
their communities get out of poverty, and

bring change that is sustainable and real.

katha . a3 . sarvedaya enclave . sni aurobindo marg . new delthi . 110017
ph . (91-11) 41416600 . 26524511 . fax . (91-11) 26514373 . www.katha.org
write to us at katha@katha.org



