


10U AND TTE.
RINDNESS AND ENPATHY

The Theme This Year

Kindness and empathy are superpowers
that our children need in the 21st century—
these are not just inborn traits but skills that
children need to learn and internalize; these
are values that carry tfransformative powers
which affect children’s understanding of
relationships, beliefs and expectations at @
deeper level while also nurturing in them the
willingness to share. With a special theme
this year, Katha Utsav celebrated Kindness
and Empathy and helped children explore
the experiences of compassion and care in
their writings—thereby empowering children
to forge ahead on their path to master the
challenges of today to shape the world

of tomorrow and help in the creation of a
kinder, more equal world for all.



Tnspiring (hildren to Loosen Their Pens and
 Creative Sides!

The children of today are
impatient to take their rightful
place as global citizens. They
need to understand their roots so
that they can appreciate global
cultures. And what better way to
learn who they are and where
they come from than through
stories and poems from their own
backyards. Storytelling, creativity
and imagination are the most
wanted skill-sets for the twenty-
first century. It is incumbent upon
us to create a new breed of
storytellers and writers. This is an
urgent and essential responsibility
of all educational institutions and
educators.

Launched in 2013, Katha's
Search for Excellence in Creative
Writing helps students use their
creativity and imagination to
create some great stories, poems
and franslations. Designed
to promote creative writing,
illustration and translation skills
in children 8-17 year old, the
programme has been designed
to nurture the creative instincts in

India’s children and to give them

a platform to share their writing
and celebrate their work, thereby
inspiring a generation of future
writers.

After four successive hits,
the fifth edition of the Katha'’s
Search for Excellence in Creative
Writing once again nurtured the
latent writing skills in children by
giving them a platform to share
their writing and celebrate their
creativity. In its fifth consecutive
year, the programme took epic
proportions with over 15,000
stories from over 600 participating
schools from India and abroad.

This year too, eminent
national and international writers,
illustrators, educators, journalists,
and innovators were invited to
ment or India’s budding young
writersand illustrators. A series
of engaging workshops were
organized for children to expose
them to literature from around the
world and encourage them to
think up ideas and explore them
in their writing.



BROAD OBJECTIVES

Creating a GQeneration of Readers and Writers
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[ Enhance the joy of reading in \
I students so that they become |

reader-leaders of India and the
\ world tomorrow. /

Sustain this initiative and ensure
participation from maximum
number of schools with fair
representation of children from
diverse backgrounds and to bring
them on a common platform for
equity and equality.

Create a forum to provide
children with an exposure to
wide range of global perspectives
through the Katha Writers’
Workshops with reputed national
and international mentors and
inspire the participating children
to achieve greater creativity.

ON-A CREATIVE TRAIL

In its fifth edition, the Search for Excellence with our partnering
schools brought in excellent stories and poems from over 2700
students. We held Regional Writers’ Workshops for the selected
students in North, East, West and South zones in Oct-Nov 2017.

Through workshops on story writing, the programme helped
students use their creativity and imagination to create their own
stories. The trajectory of the programme is as follows:

SIEFI: SIEE 1 SIER 3:

Online submission of stories A jury is formed by Katha to Following the Regional Writers'
and poems. Participating screen the online student Workshops, a tfeam of resource
schools organize the Search for submissions. The semi-finalists are people screen the submissions
Excellence in their respective selected for the four Regional for Katha Utsav. The finalists,
schools. Selected stories are then Writers’ Workshops in East, North, accompanied by their teachers
submitted online to Katha at West and South zones. At the or parents, participate in the
www.ilovereading.in. end of the regional workshops, workshops with national mentors

students submit their entries for the  and attend masterclasses with

final round. international writers and illustrators
at the Katha National Utsav in
New Delhi.
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KATHA
WRITERS, WORKSHOP The young writers of the shortlisted stories from

Katha's Search for Excellence were invited
R to the regional writers’ workshop conducted

X in Delhi for the Northern region, Bangalore for
the Southern region, Guwahati for the Eastern
think, ask, discuss region, and Baroda for the Western region. The

ACT young writers honed their creative skills under the
guidance of a talented group of professional
writers, poets, translators, theatre artists, activists
and heritage activists.

For budding wordsmiths from more than 600 Schools!




[HE REGIONAL WRITERS” WORRSHOPS
fi ))

|
|
\ LARTICIEATING : ARTICIEATING ,
A SCHOOLS | SCHOOLS d
|
|
|

o] N1

SO G LARTICIEATING
TN 1 QUi ]8

PARTICIPATING PARTICIPATING
SCHOOLS SCHOOLS
PARTICIPATING PARTICIPATING
STUDENTS STUDENTS

The regionals were held in New Delhi (North), Bangalore (South),
Guwahati (East) and Baroda (West)with 300, 350, 150 and 162
participants, respectively.
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"Why do writers create M

how do these worlds o o _
atha Utsav's Regional Writers’ Workshop commenced on 7th October 2017 at D.A.V School Vasant Kunj,

€Xp107”€ z'nequalz'ty and marking the beginning of an exciting and creative journey. About 150 participants from North India
gathered for the workshop, eagerly looked forward to learn the art of writing. The eclectic team of mentors

lOﬂf[Zéﬂé’SS? A7’€ dySZOPZ.dﬂ which included Vikram Singh Rooprai, Rashmi Chaudhary, Gauri Chakraborty, Shiv Datt Sharma, Avani

] Parekh, Gunjan Gupta, Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty and Sumedha Garg, was prepped up withits innovative
Z/UOTZCZS equd”y Z/lﬂ_féllf plans for the day’s proceedings.
. }l 2y i They day began with a short infroductory speech by Ms Geeta Dharmarajan, writer, editor, educator
fOi/' 61/67/')/0726 m them: . . . o
and Founder-President of Katha. Ms Dharmarajan spoke about the power of reading and writing through
Ishani Bhutalia Of anecdotes from her own childhood, and motivated each child to tell their story in their own words, as each
)
story is unique, and indisputably personal.
YOZ/lﬂg Zubcwm explored f Then the gathering of students broke away to attend workshops with their respective mentors. While some

workshops catered to younger children, quite a few of them involved of all ages.
All these sessions drew to a close in the afternoon, and all the students went back with their heads

buzzing with ideas, and their hands itching to pen their stories!

NORIH 70Nt
JTH & 8TH OCIOBER 2017

D.A.V School, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi




he Regional Writers’ Workshop for the West Zone was held in
Cygnus World School, Baroda. It withessed 160 parficipants
from the western states of the country. The inauguration
ceremony began with the lighting of the lamp by the Principal of
Cygnus World School; Chairman of UWB and Dr Verdia, Director
of UWB and Ms Piyali Dasgupta, the Curator of Katha Utsav.
The students actively participated in the writers’ workshop and
produced some masterpieces.
The mentors for the West Zone Regional Writers’ Workshop
included Suverchala Kashyap, Arundhati Sridhar, Taha Memon,
Darshil Shastri, and Apsara lyengar.

7 VEST Z0NE
12TH & B3TH NOVEVIBER 2017

Cygnus World School, Baroda
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EAST Z0NE
ShD & 4TH NOVENBER 2017

Royal Global School, Guwahati

ur venue partner for the East Zone Regional

Writers’ Workshop was Royal Global School,
Guwahati. The workshops witnessed many renowned
authors, poets, storytellers and editors who mentored
students from the Eastern parts of the country.
Mamang Dai, Merry Baruah, Rashmi Nazary, Amanda
Bashisha Basaiawmoit, and Srutimala Duara were
some of our proud mentors for the East Zone.




SOUTH Z0NE
[0TH & 19TH NOVEVBER 2017

Gear Foundation School, Bangaluru

he Regional Writers’Workshop for the South Zone took
Tplc:ce at Gear Foundation School, Bangaluru, on 18th
and 19th November 2017. About 350 young and enthusiastic
students from 31 schools participated in the workshop.

Nandini Bhat, Principal of Gear Foundation School,
welcomed all participants with great enthusiasm and warmth.
Sarvesh Srinivasan, Director, Gear Foundation, enlightened
the students with his words of wisdom. Mr Mahesh from United
Way, Bangalore, too addressed the students.




LEARNING THE ART OF
* WRITING FROT TRE TTASTERS

Mendors for Hhe Reqwnaﬂ Workshops

fa _ 1_{’ - ‘ »_, _ i he students were excited

' a;'r- H . ' _ to meet their mentors:
Vikram Sridhar, Sharoon Sunny,
Sourabha Rao, Nisha Abdullah,
AndaleebWajid, and Lavanya
Prasad. The Regional Writers’
Workshop in the South zone

came to a successful wrap,

creating a greater excitement for
the National Writers’ Workshop.



' AMANDA BASHISHA

BASAIAWMOIT

Born into a Khasi family, Amanda'’s
poeftry explores the emerging
frends of contemporary Khasi
society. Her works have been
published in Muse India, The
Criterion, and Asian Signature.

She is a founding member of the
Shillong Literary, and is currently
compiling and translating Khasi
bedtime stories. Amanda teaches
English Literature in Shillong
College.

~ ANDALEEB WAJID

Andaleeb has published 13 novels
of which 3 are e-books on the
Juggernaut platform. Her young
adult novel When She Went Away
was shortlisted for The Hindu
Young World-Goodbooks Award
2017. She enjoys writing about
food and her most well-known
novel is More than Just Biryani.
Her young adult novel Asmara’s
Summer is popular among teens.

'ARUNDHATI SRIDHAR

Arundhati studied sociology and
history from Delhi University. She
has written extensively about
her several solo journeys around
the world—all of which have
sharpened her identity as a
young, independent woman.
She also leads the public health
and young women's leadership
programmes with a feminist
collective in rural Gujarat called
ANANDI.

~ APSARA IYENGAR

Apsara lyenger is a Vadodaro-
based theatre arfist and voice-
over artist. She started 'Applause
Vadodara’, a theatre initiative
open for all ages and professions.
The inifiative started in 2012 as

a Facebook page to connect
theatre enthusiasts around the
country and the world, and
emerged as a group by 2014,
hosting regular and intensive
theatre and dramatics workshops.

AVANI PAREKH

A trained counsellor with 9 years
of experience in relationship issues
ranging from abuse and sexual
assault to healthy relationship
paradigms; Avani Parekh started
Kiran in 2008, a South Asian
domestic violence agency in the
US, where she worked closely

with the community to create
awareness on domestic violence
and human trafficking. In 2014,
she founded an interesting
platform—LoveDoctor, a place
where people across age groups
can get some of their most
personal queries answered. In
2016, LoveDoctor merged with

a women-only space, SHEROES.
Currently Avani Parekh is the
Director at SHEROES.

~ DARSHIL SHASTRI

Darshil Shastri is a visiting resource
person for Bal Bhavan, Baroda.
He conduct screative writing
workshops with kids in the age
group of 9-16. He also writes for
websites and sports blogs, and

is a national-level debater and
quizzer. He was conferred with
the National Bal Shree Award for
Creative Writing in 2010.




GAURI DURGA
CHAKRABORTY

Gauri Durga Chakraborty is the
Joint Acting Head, Associate
Professor, Stream Head, and Film
Course Coordinator at Amity
School of Communication,

Amity University, Noida. She is

a PhD research scholar (Mass
Communication), and a diploma-
holder in cinema from FTIl, Pune.

GUNJAN GUPTA

Gunjan Gupta has been working
in the field of creative education
for twelve years. She has worked
with NGOs and corporates like
Shelter Don Bosco, Credibility
Alliance, CSR project by RPG
called Pehlay Akshar, Muktangan,
and The Pomegranate Workshop,
etc. She has been practising

and learning various forms of
theatre with different groups and
has also performed on stages

like Kamani Auditorium, NCPA
(Mumbai) and Prithvi Theatre. A
varied experience in theatre has
given her an insight info theatre in
education, which she utilises in her
work fo the fullest.

 LAVANYA PRASAD

Stories were an integral part of
Lavanya'’s childhood. She strongly
believes that the shortest distance
between any two people is a
story.The result of her vision for a
better society and her passion of
using stories for the same, resulted
in founding of Tale'scope, her
brain child in 2014. Tale'scope
works with all audience and

specializes in fraining, using stories.

MAMANG DAI

Mamang Dai is an Indian
journalist, author, poet, and
former civil servant based

in lfanagar, Arunachal Pradesh.

She authored Katha's The Sky
Queen storybook for children.

MERRY BARUAH

Merry Baruah Bora is an Assistant
Professor (Sr) in the Department
of English, Cotton University,
Guwahati. Her interest lies in
Indian English Writings and North
East Writings. She received her
PhD from the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences,
IIT, Guwahatiin 2010. She has
conftributed articles to research
journals; written chapters for
both (Major) and PG (English)
textbooks under Krishna Kanta
Handigue State Open University.
A former Visiting Faculty at TISS
(Guwahati Campus), Dr Baruah
has interest in tfranslation work. She
has translated resource material
for WWF into Assamese besides
translating into English short fiction
from original Assamese writing.

~ NISHA ABDULLAH

Nisha Abdulla is a playwright and
theatre practitioner. Her play
‘Mi'raj’ has been performing to
full houses since August 2016,
while ‘Blue is the Colour | Cry’

was long-listed at The Hindu
Playwright Award 2017. Her short
plays have been performed at
the Short+Sweet festival, and as
school productions. Currently, she
is learning theatre direction at the
Indian Ensemble Directors’ Training
Program. Nisha is also co-founder,
writer and performer at Ever After
Learning, an organisation that
seeks to develop and promote
the use of stories in various
learning environments.



SANGEETA

BAROOAHPISHAROTY

Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty is a
Delhi-based journalist with over
two decades of experience

in reporting and editing news
besides ideating news stories.
After spending six years in the
news agency, the United News of
India, she worked for The Hindu
for 12 years and is presently
associated with the online news
site The Wire. Besides writing on
books, arts, lifestyle, health and
culture, she also specializes on the
northeast region, its politics and
the people. She is also a franslator.

SHAROON SUNNY

Sharoon Sunny is the founder of A Better World, an organisation

that promotes the love of writing and has helped over 800 students

in small group settings and one-on-one sessions since its inception

in 2012. She believes children are more engaged and enthusiastic
about learning when their imaginations are ignited. In 2014, Sharoon
organized a writing competition and compiled the winning entries into
an anthology of children’s stories and Haiku. With over a decade of
experience in teaching children from kindergarten to graduate school
in the United States and in Bangalore, India, she is currently using her
experience in student learning patterns to research the best ways to
help young learners unravel the complexity of writing as a PhD scholar
at the English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad.

 SHIV DATT SHARMA -

Shiv D. Sharma is one of the
founding members of, and
currently the Manager, Research
& Projects at the Cenfre for
Studies in Gender and Sexuality
at Ashoka University. He has been
involved in queer politics for many
years, and was also a member

of Delhi-based collective called
Queer Campus. Shiv conducts
workshops on many issues and
questions related to gender and
sexudlity; sexual harassment,
public culture etc. His broader
areas of inquiry include the
subjects of desire, masculinity and
visual culture.

SOURABHA RAO

Sourabha Rao is a writer

from Mysuru, currently living

in Bengaluru. Although she
graduated as a Computer
Science Engineer and worked in
the IT industry for nearly two years,
she always knew that her calling
was writing and wanted o pursue
her passion and make it her
profession, too. Currently working
as the staff writer at India’s
leading travel-and-photography
company, Toehold, Sourabha also
writes poeftry, essays, travel stories
and prose in her free time in both
Kannada and English. She loves
reading, singing and fravelling.
She has a child’s unquestionable
frust on the power of writing and
all other forms of art.

~ SRUTIMALA DUARA

Srutimala Duara is an English

and Assamese writer from

Assam, India. The Sunset

and Other Stories (Spectrum,
1998), Waiting for the Last

Breath (Spectrum, 1999),

The Jhoolan Evening (Spectrum,
2000) are her short story
collections in English. Travelling
with Dreams (Spectrum,

2001), Maya's Party (BR Publishing
Corp, 2003) and Ashes in the
Seas (BR Publishing Corp, 2003)
are her English novels. Her books
for children are Sadhukathar
Desh(1995), Sadhukathar
Bagicha (1996), Sadhukathar
Tupula (1996) which was selected
by National Book Trust as One of
the Best Indian Children’s Literature
published between 1990-98.



~ SUMEDHA GARG

A designer, storyteller and
educator, Sumedha studied
Visual Communication in New
Delhi and completed her Masters
in Narrative Environments from
Central Saint Martins, London.
Passionate about innovation

in education; she also designs,
develops and delivers courses
and workshops for learning,
connecting and healing through
the creative arts. Sumedhais
currently an Assistant Professor
at the Sushant School of Design,
Ansal University.

TAHA MEMON

Taha Memon is a young poet who
was the Grand Prize Winner for
Creative Writing (Haiku) in Katha
Utsav Delhi 2014-15, organised by
Katha and CBSE. He has received
several awards in elocutions,
debates and essay wrifing, etc.

SUVERCHALA
KASHYAP

Suverchala Kashyap is an
accomplished educationist,
communicator and journalist.
She has a versatile background,
with a dual degree (Masters) in
Botany and Education, topped
with a diploma in Journalism and
Communication. She was an
International Associate (India)
for Aspire Trust Liverpool, UK
(www.aspire-trust.org). She is also
working closely with Daksh Autism
Services, Bangaluru, as their
Gujarat counterpart and advisor.
She has in the past also been
closely associated with Bhasha

Publication and Research Centre,

Vadodara as a volunteer and
later as a Trustee.

~ VIKRAMJITSINGH

ROOPRAI

Vikramijit Singh Roopraiis a
Heritage Activist, who started his
career as a software engineer.
While he sfill consults with a few
MNCs as their digital marketing
consultant, he spends most of his
time promoting and protecting
the heritage of India. He is

the founder of Delhi Heritage
Photography Club and Youth
for Heritage Foundation. His

organization conducts exhibitions,

walks and lectures at corporates,
colleges and schools.

VIKRAM SRIDHAR

Vikram Sridhar is a performance storyteller and theatre practitioner
based in Bangalore, India. He is the co-founder of Tahatto, a
Bangalore-based award winning theatre group. He has volunteered
and worked with different organizations in the Animal welfare and
conservation space from his childhood days. And he also consults and
works with organizations in the social sector. He combines the three in
his storytelling to make a difference. He's a TEDx speaker and speaks
about the power of oral storytelling in the contemporary fimes. He also
part of the organizing feam and curates events and festivals around
storytelling and theatre like the Bangalore Literature Festival, Bengaluru
Poetry Festival, the BeSt (Bengaluru Storytelling) Festival, etc.




“Rules and regulations
aside, you may create
your own rules in

the future’, said

Shipli Marwah at her
exciting workshop that
consisted of reading
stories and adapting
those stories into short
scripts and further

enacting those scripts!

The shortlisted stories from the Regional Writers' Workshops were
encouraged to submit their final entries for the National Writers'
Workshop. The bestof student’s stories from each school were
nominated by student vote forKatha's Search for Excellence
longlist.From this, a panel of respected national writers and
illustrators choseyoung writers for the prestigious Katha Awards for
Creative Writing.

The programme culminated into a grand finale in which
500 finalists come together in New Delhi. This three-day literary
extra vaganza consisted of Writers’ Workshops that included
media & journalism sessions; poetry sessions; expressive arts
& communication sessions; theatre, storytelling & heritage
sessions. The sessions provided children with the fools to write
creatively about practical ways to combat contemporary issues
of environment, education, socio-economic disparity, while
helping them broaden the spectrum of theirimagination and
understanding of the literary world and its many facets.




[HE NATIONAL WHITERS
WORNSHORY
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D BE C E M B E R

LOCATION: RIDGE VALLEY SCHOOL, GURGAON
TIME: 9 AM. - 4 PM.

“Creativity 1s not only
about figuring out the
metaphor, creativity is
also the presentation of
the page,” said Vikram
Aditya Sahai

For its fifth edition, Katha Utsav focused on creative writing and
empathy in today’s digitalized world. While digitalization has been
arousing controversy over the last decade, literature is stilldriven by the
magic of the printed book. However, narrative fechniques, picturization
and dramaturgical approach are constantly evolving, offering new
and progressive literary objects to contemporary readers. Atthis crucial
moment in time, the young generation is particularly exposed to the
emergence of digital mediums, which involves new reading habits and
5o, a new consideration of contemporary literature.

Spaces of freedomthatdoes not demonize digitalization but simply
and sincerelytakesit as a part of ourever-changingliterary world
have become a frue education need. Katha brilliantly took up the
challenge, by offering a very rich platform for young students to talk,
write and to analyze the society.

Despite their many differences, each participant of Katha Utsav
2017, not only grew from the experience but also surely understood
that creative writing was universal and would stand the test of time by
adjusting to innovating mediums.

Atthat, the choice of Kindness and Empathy as the main theme of
the three-day workshop sessions stands in line with the human values
emanating from Katha's projects since its creation three decades ago.
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Mendors for Hhe National Workshops
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'ASEEM ASHA USMAN

A thirty-three-yearold science
graduate from Aligarh Muslim
University, Aseem has completed
his PG Diploma in Development
Communication from AJK, Mass
Communication Research Center,
Jamia Millia Islamia in 2005. He
worked on a project ‘Finding a
Voice’, funded by UNESCO, QUT
(Adelaide, Australia), and UNDP.
He is a trained film maker and
music composer. He has trained
more than 500 people how to
raise their voices by making short
films and digital stories based on
their own issues under the banner
of his group Flying Birds of India.

GUNJAN GUPTA

Gunjan Gupta has been working
in the field of creative education
for twelve years. She has worked
with NGOs and corporates like
Shelter Don Bosco, Credibility
Alliance, CSR project by RPG

called Pehlay Akshar, Muktangan,

and The Pomegranate Workshop,
etc. She has been practising

and learning various forms of
theatre with different groups and
has also performed on stages

like Kamani Auditorium, NCPA
(Mumbai) and Prithvi Theatre. A
varied experience in theatre has
given her an insight into theatre in

education, which she utilises in her

work to the fullest.

ISHANI BUTALIA

Ishani commissions and edits

for the Young Zubaan list and
previously worked on both the
Sexual Violence and Impunity
(SVI) Project and the Women's
Museum Project. She's a logistical
magician and helps coordinate
Zubaan’s production schedules.
Previously, Ishani has worked with
The YP Foundation in New Delhi

and Rubbabu in New Jersey.




KALA RAMESH

An exponent of Hindustani
Classical Music, Kala Ramesh was
bitten by the haiku-bug in 2005.
Since then, she has explored
various genres like haiku, tanka,
senryu, haibun and renku,
(collaborative linked verses) and
has been published in leading
e-zines and anthologies. An
external faculty member of the
Symbiosis International University
Pune since 2012, she teaches
Japanese short forms of poetry to
undergrads—a first in thecountry.

~ LAVANYA PRASAD

Stories were an integral part of
Lavanya's childhood. She strongly
believes that the shortest distance
between any two people is a
story. The result of her vision for a
better society and her passion of
using stories for the same, resulted
in founding of Tale'scope, her
brain child in 2014. Tale'scope
works with all audience and

specializes in fraining, using stories.

RASHMI CHAUDHARY

Rashmi has a broad background
in Hindi creative writing, editing,
proofreading and translatfion for
various books and magazines. She
has worked as a child performer,
a youth programme compeer
and as an ‘Announcer’ for 4-5
years at All India Radio, AlImora.
She also played an active role
as a ‘motivator’ in ‘Sarv Shiksha
Abhiyan’.

SATTYAKEE D'COM BHUYAN

Saftyakee D'com Bhuyan, founder-director of the leading theatre
group ‘D’ Passion Collective’. His passion and flair for creative arts,
especially the stage made him enter into the world of theatre at an
early age and is one of the youngest in the field of direction when it
comes to English theatre. In 2010, he was selected as the Youth Icon
of the Country by India Today for his creative confribution fowards the
arts in the region. He voluntarily retired at the end of 2014 after serving
the World Bank Group of South Asia Communications. He is currently
working on his creative projects with D' Passion Collective and is
mentor at Royal Group of Institutions, Guwahati.

~ SHILPI MARWAHA

Founder of Sukhmanch Theatre,
actor, director, and social activist,
Shilpi Marwaha is one of the
most well known names in Delhi
Theatre Circuit. She gained
prominence through her activism
through street theatre during

the ‘anti corruption movement’
in Delhi and the protests held

at Rastrapati Bhawan where

she took the forefront in raising
her voice against the horrific
rape case in Delhi, 2012. Shilpi
Marwaha is a youth icon, who

is relentlessly working for socio-
political change.



SUVERCHALA
KASHYAP

Suverchala Kashyap is an
accomplished educationist,
communicator and journalist.

She has a versatile background,
with a dual degree (Masters) in
Botany and Education, topped
with a diploma in Journalism and
Communication. She was an
International Associate (India)

for Aspire Trust Liverpool, UK
(www.aspire-trust.org). She is

also working closely with Daksh
Autism Services, Bangaluru as their
Gujarat counterpart and advisor.
She has in the past also been
closely associated with Bhasha
Publication and Research Centre,
Vadodara as a volunteer and
later as a Trustee.

VIKRAM ADITYA
SAHAI

Vikramaditya Sahai, also known as
Vgueeram Aditya Sahai on social
media, is a social activist who
teaches at Ambedkar University,
Delhi. He held a workshop called,
‘In the Name of Love: Workshop
on Gender and Sexuality’ at

the Indian Languages Festival,
Samanvay 2015.

~ VIKRAMJITSINGH

ROOPRAI

Vikramijit Singh Roopraiis a
heritage activist, who started his
career as a soffware engineer.
While he sfill consults with a few
MNCs as their digital marketing
consultant, he spends most of his
time promoting and protecting
the heritage of India. He is

the founder of Delhi Heritage
Photography Club and Youth
for Heritage Foundation. His

organization conducts exhibitions,

walks and lectures at corporates,
colleges and schools.

VIKRAM SRIDHAR

Vikram Sridhar is a performance storyteller and theatre practitioner
based in Bangalore, India. He is the co-founder of Tahatto, a
Bangalore-based award winning theatre group. He has volunteered
and worked with different organizations in the Animal welfare and
conservation space from his childhood days.And also consults and
works with organizations in the social sector. He combines the three in
his storytelling to make a difference. He's a TEDx speaker and speaks
about the power of oral storytelling in the contemporary times. He also
part of the organizing feam and curates events and festivals around
storytelling and theatre like the Bangalore Literature Festival. Bengaluru
Poeftry Festival, the BeSt (Bengaluru Storytelling) Festival, etc.




.ll: A freewheeling exchange between experimenting educators, parents
' and creators of children’s books, the Approaches to Language
Teaching in the 21st Century this year brought together an eclectic
forum that discussed the importance of kindness and compassion in
foday's world.

Teachers and parents were invited to think, discuss, and share how
they can cope in the new world to train and help children become
empathetic beings. On 27 December 2018,Ms Apoorva Kamat,
the founder of Karmantik anda Gandhi Fellow with an experience
of working in the tribal belt of Rajasthan and a Young India Fellow,
conducted workshop with parents and teachers on how to plan
lessons using Katha books. The teachers and parents appreciated the
interactive session as it allowed them to approach learning and lesson
planning in innovative ways.

On Day 2, Mr Harriet Raghunathan, who's been teaching English
literature in Jesus and Mary College, Delhi University, for the past
35 years, was invited to address parents and teachers across the
country on Classroom Management and share with them the tips and
strategies that work.

Parents and teachers spent the second half of the day with experts

iﬁ F from Stones to Milestones who shared with them the importance of
|I J reading and how to bring simple yet effective changes in teaching

|| methods.
a Teacher, which emphasised on how to change the attitude tfowards

"TI1 - ARRROACKES T0
FL r . ' learning and teaching.

lA N 6 U A 6 [ l [ A (: H ' N G | N I H [ -"i The ALT 21 session concluded with Geeta Dharmarajan’s address

4§ tothe parents and teachers. Her enthusiasm and zeal fowards the

. i cause of education energized everyone and motivated them to
work towards the common goal of spreading the joy of reading and
Z l S\]‘ (: [ N .I U BT P learning among children. The ALT 21 session ended with a certificate

; Ay o '

Day 3 of the festival witnessed a lot of excitement with Dr Deepa
Chopra, who is a teacher, special educator and education consultant,

conducted a workshop on Behavior and Learning: Finding Empathy as




“We are too deeply
entrenched in our
own needs, desires

& me time to notice
the silent sighs or
ever so futile cries

of another. It’s time
to up the quotient

of compassionate
concerns.” Suverchala
Kashyap, a journalist,
communicator &
educationist took the
children into a world
of introspection &
healing through her
amagzingly sensitive

SESS10MS.

[HE RATRA AWARDS fOR
CREATIVE WRITING

What is an Utsav without all the merriment? In celebration of the
immense talent of the young citizens of our country, the participating
students were felicitated with awards during the last day of Katha
Utsav. Each participant was awarded with a certificate. Certificates
were divided into three categories: Grand prize, Laureate prize and
Encouragement prize for Creative Writing.

As Katha Utsav 2017 came to a successful close, the young writers
had their heads feeming with new ideas and their hearts full of the
inexplicable joy of experiencing and expressing the magic of the word.
The mentors too came away charged with the energy that children
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bhATITUDL.

We are grateful for the support we have received
from our partner-schools, tfeachers, mentors, mediq,
and most of all from the young visitors and their
parents who make Katha Utsav what it is. And lastly
but most importantly, none of this would have been
possible without our enthusiastic bunch of volunteers
who make Katha Utsav sail over smoothly—it is they
who keep the Utsav flag flying high!







ST OF PARTICIEANIS

[ROTT TRE CBSE SCROOLS

AMITY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
MAYUR VIHAR, NEW DELHI

Nandini Rastogi
Spursh Kabeir Rastogie
Hannah Mubarak
Lavanya Senthil
Lavanya Jain

Nandini Sukhija
Ananya Gupta
Jasnoor Kaur Pruthi

ANAND VIDYA VIHAR VADODARA
Aneri Ketan Pota

Gunja Shastri

Naomi Patel

Vanshika Pathak

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, BOLARUM
SECUNDERABAD

Sudarsan

Tanya Mittal
Karishma Kumari
Lakshita Yadav

Rhea Chadda

BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN'S SV
VIDYALAYA, TIRUPATI

Jayadithya Reddy
T. Nikhitha
Lalasa

BHARATIYA VIDYA
BHAVAN,JUBILEE HILLS
HYDERABAD

Varshita S.K.

V'V Ramarathinam lyer
Adairah Unni
V.KrishnaSai Gayatri

BHAVAN'S VIDYA MANDIR,
ELAMAKKARA KOCHI

Urmila Jithesh

Nandini M Prakash
BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN
VIDYASHRAM, JAIPUR
Disha Mangal

Gargi Singh

Ishita Khatri
Yash Rai

BHAVAN'S BP VIDYA MANDIR
ASHTI NAGPUR

Shramidha Shrivastava
Arya Gonade

Asmita Pathak
Atharva Shinde
Isheeta Dabrase
Siddhi Mohitkar

Tejas Masne

Aaditi Wankhede
Aditya Ralhan

Asita Ganatra
Devarshini satya raju Masapogu

BHAVAN'S B.P VIDYA MANDIR,
TRIMURTI NAGAR, NAGPUR

Aayuhsi Jagtap
Anonya Ghosh
Ayush Mandwar
Bidiptta Biswas
Gaurav Palewar

Gopal Sarda
Janhavi Lande
Vaishnavi L Maniyar
Rujvi A Pimpley
Saloni Nande
Shweta Shrikant Gaidhani
Sumit Sontakke
Tuhina Gandoftra
Vani Malvuya

Aruja Saraf

Arohi Malpani
Amrita Jain

Vaidehi Purohit
Neeldutt C. Agrawal

BLOOM PUBLIC SCHOOL,VASANT
KUNJ DELHI

Riiaki lyer
Ruhan Taneja
Anjali Khanna

BLUE BELLS MODEL
SCHOOL,GURGAON

Niharika

BML MUNJAL GREEN MEADOW
SCHOOL, HARIDWAR

Vandita Pant

Ishaan Nayak

BRAHMRISHI MISSION SR.SEC
SCHOOL,ABOHAR PUNJAB
Tulsi Relia

CANDOR INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL, BANGLORE
Anoushka Ghosh

Kruti Bhargav

Nityasree Kumarswamy
Swathy

Sanchita Chopra

N S Srivatsan

CHETTINAD VIDYA MANDIR, TAMIL
NADU

S Madhubala
Subhidarshini
Aakarshna

K B Aishwarya
Sumi K K

CITY MONTESSORI INTER
COLLEGE,LUCKNOW

Vani Verma
Nishtha Adarsh

C S ACADEMY, COIMBATORE
Adya Menon

Saeesha
Varaahie
Riya Balaiji

A Tanishka

R Dharsini

R A Vinay

K Deethi

Thangatirumagal K

Cygnus World School, Vadodara

Afsha Jariwala

DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL,KOTA
RAJASTHAN

Yatharth Gupta

Harshvardhan Singh Shaktawat

Hardika Jain

Manu Samriti Sharma
Vansh Gupta
Shubham Chittora
Harshit Sharma
Vedang Jaimin

DAV INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
AMRITSAR

Vasmeet Dilwari
Khusi Singh

DAV SECTOR 14, GURGAON
Ansh Kaul

Deepanksha Wadhwa

Aan

Varishtha Singh

Tiyasha Saha

Shreyas Rao

Kanan Rana

DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL, THANE
MAHARASHTRA

Khushi Gupta

DPS NAZIRA ASSAM
Subardhana Das
Shradhdha

Cheshtata Warikoo
Ayudh Polsum Batshya
Pragjyotish Lahan
Shaheeba Begum
Praptipriya Phukon
Antara Anisha
Prabhanshu Shekhar Borkotoky
Nilav Dhekial Phukan



Abhigyan Khanikar

DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL,
GHAZIABAD

Ritika Mittal
Suhani Bishnoi
Raghav Katyal

DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL,
FIROZABAD

Atulya M Singh

DPS SUSHANTLOK GURGAON
Dhananjay Singh

Ishita Ruparel

Nimesha Bhatt

S Pranav Akshar Goel

Yashika

DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL, SEC 45
GURGAON

Bhuvaneshwari Prasad
Tapasmi Ray Chaudhuri
Esha Kashyap

Manjot Singh

Saloni Hazela

Sharan Kaur

Nikunj Ohri

Aarushi Bakshi

Tvisha Billa

Audrija Bhattacharya
Amrit Singh Parmar
Adwika Tuli

DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL, RK
PURAM, NEW DELHI

Shriya Bedi

Adya Singh

Isha Arora

Gayatri Mohan
Amadika Mahapatra
Shefali Mehra
Niharika Khajuria

EDIFY SCHOOL BANGLORE
Varsha Bhat

ESSAR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
SURAT

Arshia Sharma
Osho Singh
Kaustubh B.

Praful Malik

Teerth Rupareliya
Rashi Bohra
Manasvi Singh
Dev Kotecha
Sharada Bhagwat
Dhruv Malhotra
GSVSR Vaishnavi
Abhyuday Goyal
Nishikaa Vin

Hemil Dhimmer
Anouksha Sharma
Jahnavi Kumar
Riyaansh Gupta
Kavya Vashi
Prisha Dipakkumar Khalasi
Ishan Kokra
Shaanvi Kokra
Uttkarsh Dewan
Monhit Kang

Shubhra Sonpethkar
Jay Garv

Rujvi Jambudi

Yashvi Agrawal

Om Tapadia

Sarthak Harne

Vrinda Desai

Gazi Mustafa Ahsan
Sonali Somvanshi
Niyanta Desai

Urmila Singh

FOSTER BILLABONG INT
SCHOOL,HYDERABAD
Atharv Feroze

Nikita Yalla

GEAR INNOVATIVE
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOLBANGLORE

Nartana Nambiar
Aditi Jayaprakash
Annika Ganjoo
Archita Sriram
Akshada S V
Gargi Pande
Ananya Athreyas
Arusha Gomber
Rakshita K

Nisa Sayana
Vibha Arvind

Sai Pratyusha
Sanjana Shankar
Oishee Malay
Arshia Kar

Shrishti Kulkarni
Ananya Xavier
Varalika Dowlat

GLOBAL PUBLIC SCHOOL

Diya J Deepak

Devayani Unnikrishnan
Maitreya Varma

G.D.GOENKA PUBLIC SCHOOL,
SEC-22 ROHINI

Madhav Khendelwal

Raghav Khendelwal

GURUKUL GLOBAL SCHOOL,
CHANDIGARH

Karan Veer
Smiriti S Mehta

GWALIOR GLORY HIGH SCHOOL
Bhoomi Nigam

Siya Jain

Aanshi Garg

Preksha Agarwal

HAPPY MODEL SCHOOL, DELHI
Shreya Gupta

Taruna

Divyanshi

Adifi

INDIAN SCHOOL, MUSCAT
Shitikshu Vyas

Aishwarya Sairam

Sarah Nazar

C.\V. Sri Kamal

Shivani Sarat

Catherine John

LOVELY PUBLIC SR SEC SCHOOL,
DELHI

Akash Duhan
Shruti Aggarwall

MAHARAJA AGARSAIN PUBLIC
SCHOOL,ASHOK VIHAR DELHI

Akshara Pradhan

MAHARANA MEWAR PUBLIC
SCHOOL,UDAIPUR

Srishti Nagrani

MARIA PUBLIC SCHOOL,
GUWAHATI

Swastica Mazumdar
Anusha Hazarika
Anweeshan Garg

Iffat lkram

Aswatha B.Kashyap
Triyanaya Thakuria
Dipnalisha Borah

Arpita Borah
Yashodhara Mahanta
Syed Dareen Hannash
Shyamona Bhuyan
Uddipana Das

Kajree Gautom

Kurdap Tabitha Ingty John

NH GOEL WORLD SCHOOL,RAIPUR

CHHATISGARH

Aavya Garcha

Amiya Patley

Projeeta Ghosh Biswas
Sonakshi Arora

NATIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOL, HSR,
BANGALORE

Isabel Renjith

Ojas Abhijit Hayatnagarkar
Shrivali Chakraborty

Anushka Thakur

Sushrut Wate

NATIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOL,
INDIRA NAGAR, BANGALORE

S.Niharika

Ranjani Ramesh

Diya Anup

NATIONAL ACADEMY FOR
LEARNING, BANGALORE
P Ankitaa

Adhya Kaddi

Yash Reddy

Aaditya Manoj

Arjun Rallpalli

Pratham Thakkar

Dhiya V

Bhavna T Ravichandran
Aditi Athreya

Ria Kharosekar

NIRMAL BHARTIA SCHOOL, DELHI
Kabir Gulati

Prisha Goel

Viraj Singh

Junee Rumba Mpamei

Rupal Khaneta

Catherine Mary George

NAVRACHANA SCHOOL,



VADODARA
Aaditi Satapathy
Aarav Shah
Aditya Girdhar
Anoushka Konnur
Anshh Goyal
Anshool Tewari
Anuj Menon
Anushka Patel
Anya Rajan
Archir Luhana
Arham Kastiya
Arunangshu Barai
Arushi Patel
Ayush Padhy
Dishika Jand

Diya Thakkar
Geetanjali Ghatak
Harsh Anjaria

Heli Shah

NAND VIDYA NIKETAN JAMNAGAR
Mahi J Gonhil

Lakshya Sharma

Anannya Rajesh

Ishita Diwan

Stuti Khandelwal

Medha Sangahi

NALANDA INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL, VADODARA

Siddhant Prabhu

OAKRIDGE INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL, KHAJAGUDA

HYDERABAD

Harsh Garg

Adhya Kartik

Shreya Saksena

Sujith Reddy

Rishika Vadlamudi

Prerana Vaishnavi Srinivasan

PSBB M SCHOOL CUDDALORE
R. Abhinav

PSBBLLA, BANGALORE
Gurupriya Sanjali
Shraddha Krishnaswami
Aadhya S lyengar
Lekha Vashisht

Satvika R Tupil

Lakshya Pachisia
Niranjana.N.Prasad

PSBB MILLENNIUM SCHOOL,OMR
CHENNAI

Shelly Simon
Evangelin Davids
Meghana MK
Nikitha R.
Ishwaryab M
PSBB MILLENIUM SCHOOL,
GERUGAMBAK
kam Bhuvan

S. Harikrishnaa
Hema Hareni

N. Prithvi
Pavithra
Samyuktha.K

Srinija
Sai Shraavya

PUSHPLATA VIDYA MANDIR,
TIRUNELVELI

Tanzeela

Adhitya B

PAWAR PUBLIC
SCHOOL,KANDIVALI MUMBAI
Shaili Palrecha

RIDGE VALLEY SCHOOL,
GURGAON

Marjan Raja
Ananya Bahl
Advait Pandey
Ritika Chopra
Krisha Bansall
Anshu Mehta

ROYAL GLOBAL SCHOOL,
GUWAHATI

Arham Budhoria
Jugarsa Kaushik
Avika Lohia
Riddhiman Deb
Aryan Goenka
Leon K. Loyi

Kirti Jain

Aman Bhuyan
Aditi Chowdhury
Disha Thakuriya
Firoza Kauser
Monalisha Gogoi

SAROJBEN MEMORIAL

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,
JAMNAGAR

Jiya Trivedi
Naman Badiani

SANSKRITI SCHOOL DELHI
Latika Joshi

Ritika Rath

Raghav Sarangi,

SHAHEED RAJPAL DAV PUBLIC
SCHOOL,DELHI

Aabhash Parashar
Riti Ghai

Ria Chakraborty
SHIV NADAR SCHOOL, GURGAON
Aarna Purohit
Abhimanyu Rao
Aber Singh Khurana
Agastya Rai Gupta
Agastya Rao
Aishwarya Pande
Akshita Gossain
Alena Singh

Amish Gupta
Arhaan Singh
Arshia Tyagi

Avikal Aggarwal
Deepika Nighoskar
Divyansh Ahluwalia
Diya Dadoo

Diya Sharma

Krish Verma

Mahira Modi

Mehar Gaba

Myra Singh

Nicole Priscilla Menezes
Ritisha Acharya

Rubani Kaur Dhatt
Kanak Kalra

SUBODH PUBLIC SCHOOL,JAIPUR
Punita Rathore
Vedik Bairwa

SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,PUNE

Ashna Tina Sameer Dua

TAGORE INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,EAST OF KAILASH, NEW
DELHI

Akshat Joshi
Prisha Bhatia

TAGORE INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL, VASANT VIHAR, NEW
DELHI

Tanya Agarwal
Ananya Achaya
Rupsha Ghosh
Prajwall

Arav Malhotra
Shreya Basu
Aarushi Tanwar
U Sai Sruti
Anshika Popli
Manya Kamath
Lal Nunkimi
Yashika Agrawall
Khushi Bisht

THE HINDU SR SEC
SCHOOL,TRIPLICANE CHENNAI

R.Sriranjani

Ravi Kumar D

L.V.Sabari Ganesh
UNICENT SCHOOL,NAGOLE
HYDERABAD

M.Harsha Raj

Pamit Ghosh

UTTAM SCHOOL FOR
GIRLS,GHAZIABAD

Anushah Gupta
Archisha Singh
Deepnita

VAISH MODEL SR SEC
SCHOOL,HARYANA
Diksha
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Katha is a non-profit organization that has
education, teacher-training and

We believe that by providing children wi
and fostering in them a love of learning, t
lift their families and communities out of
integrally supported by our award-winning

160,000 underserved childre

Our mission is to help every child realize
based quality learning; to spread the joys
through education; to enhance linguistic

social and other stereotypes
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sri aurobindo marg
ph (91-11) 4141 6600 |
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